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THE MERSEYSIDE HIMALAYAN 
EXPEDITION 1955 

BY ALFRED GREGORY 

N the spring of 1952, I visited the 'Tolam Bau Glacier with Eric 
Shipton and Charles Evans. It vvas a brief visit although we fol
lowed the glacier to its head and attempted t\vo peaks. Ever since 

then I had wanted to return for there, in one of the most beautiful 
corners of the Himalayas, are numerous unclimbed peaks and beyond 
lies the tangled area round the Menlung Basin, a challenge to any 
mountaineer interested in new country. 

One of the reasons for going to this area was to look at Gauri Sankar, 
although we had very little hope of finding a route on this peak. News
papers and other supporters of expeditions like to have the name of a 
peak as an objective but Gauri Sankar \~Vas an excuse rather than a 
reason. It was an excuse for visiting · a very fascinating land. Prior 
to our visit the map of this area \vas hopelessly inadequate and the 
region of the Menlung and its surrounding mountains was not marked 
at all. We started, therefore, \~Vith the intention of seeing as much 
country as we could, climbing such mountains as \~Vere possible and 
making a plane-table survey of the area. 

Mainly because of support from the Liver_pool Echo and because some 
of the party came from that district we became known as the Mersey

. sid~ Himalayan Expedition . 
· However much more pleasurable a sma11 private expedition may be, 

the snags are many and finance is by no means the least of these. We 
were fortunate, ho\vever, like other parties of today in having the 
support of the Everest Foundation. Something like one-fifth of the 
total cost of the expedition came from this body. For the rest, two
fifths were provided by the Liverpool Echo, \Vho printed the story, 
whilst the balance was found by the individual merribers of the Expedi
tion. Some of the latter will be penniless for some time to come 
having sold their motor-cycles and any other assets they had to raise 
the necessary money. Nevertheless, it \vas good to feel that one was 
taking men \vho were. going because they could climb and not just 
because they could afford to go. ' 

The team consisted of Dennis Davis, Dr. Peter Boultbee, Ted 
Courtenay, Charles Booth and myself. \Ve \vere unfortunate in not 
having with us Fred Smith who had done so much spade \vork before 
we started. A spell in hospital and a stiff knee put him out of the 

• runntng. 
We enlisted the support of three Sherpa porters from Darjeeling, 

Lakpa Tenzing, Da Norbu and Nim Tenzing. Additional men vvere 
taken on in the district we visited . 

. 
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By March 25, I955, we vvere established at the Sherpa village of 
Beding in the Rolwaling valley. The march from Kathmandu had 
been a twelve-day holiday, following the Everest route almost to 
Dolaka where we turned north by the Bhote Kosi to reach the valley 
of Rohvaling by \vay of Simigaon. A fe\v days after our arrival we 
were up at the village of N angaon for a preliminary run into the hills 
and to establish our Base Camp at this higher pasturage. The Rol
vvaling Valley, situated \vest of the Tesi L~pcha and 30 miles from 
Everest, was to be the main theatre of our operations and the point 
from which \Ve vvould move on our various journeys of exploration. 

For all expeditions the first need is to get fit and \;-;.re \vere no excep
tion. My four companions \V ere visiting the Himalayas for the first 
time and \vere naturally anxious to see how they would go. It was, 
therefore, with this idea in mind that vve left N angaon on 1\'larch 3 I 
carrying stores for about ten days to visit the mountains south of the 
Rolwaling Valley. The greatest difficulty was getting out of the valley, 
due to the considerable amount of snow that had recently fallen. 
Winter came late to these parts and stayed a long time. Like most 
expeditions in Nepal this year we \Vere to be hampered by very heavy 
snow-falls. A lot of hard vvork and slogging vvas put in before we 
could make a camp on the glacier. From there we climbed a rock peak 
and also a very pleasant snow dome. Both these mountains had been 
climbed by the Scottish Himalayan Expedition in I953 and so far we 
were following in their footsteps. The last days in this area were 
spent trying to force a \vay out to the north-east and, if possible, cross 
the barrier of peaks betvveen us and the Rolwaling Valley, so returning 
by a ne\V pass. Bad weather and the early season put an end to these 
efforts and we returned to N angaon by the way we had come. This 
brought us to the end of our first journey and we returned to our Base 
Camp having derived much benefit from our sojourn on the glaciers. 

We were avvay again on April I 2 following the glacier of the upper 
Rohvaling Valley, and making for the Tolam Bau Glacier. In addi
tion to our three Darjeeling men, we took on t\vo Sherpa porters, Pem 
Phutar and Rita Tenzing, as vvell as five coolies to help us carry our 
gear as far as the Tolam Bau Glacier. After a day's march from our 
Base we experienced a very heavy snow-storm, one of the heaviest I 
have ever known in mountains, \vhich kept us immobile for over a day 
and caused our coolies to vvalk out on us, thus making a rather awkward 
transport problem. In the end we had to abandon a certain amount of 
stores and move off vvith \vhat we could carry, leaving the rest to follo\v 
later. 

After the blizzard we had beautiful vveather which continued for 
the whole of this trip. Although the snowfalls were heavy in I955 
we were lucky in being in step with them. Whilst actually in the high 
mountains \Ve had very cold conditions, but it \vas always fine. Each 
time we returned to Base the snow-storms started again and harassed 
us all the time we were in the valley, even at the end of May. This 
particular storm left the valley in a frightful mess. Nearly 3 ft. of snow 
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had fallen and our tents were buried in a drift. It 'vas decided here 
that Booth and Rana should go down to Nangaon to collect coolies 
to lift the balance of stores we 'vere to leave here. 

It was very hard going up the valley, especially for our five Sherpas 
who were all carrying very heavy loads. At the top of the valley our 
way went up the rocks that avoid the ice-fall and lead to the Tesi 
Lapcha. It was not easy as the rocks were iced and plastered with 
snow, making a rather tricky winter ascent and taking two days with 
a camp on a shelf halfway up. We reached the To lam Bau at last, the 
journey having taken six days instead of the usual two. 

The Tolam Bau Glacier was the scene of our endeavours for the next 
twelve days. For climbing expeditions the party was split, Boultbee 
and Davis climbing together, whilst I operated with Courtenay. One 
of the first peaks to be climbed was Parchamo, which lies just south 
of the Tesi Lapcha. This peak had been attempted by Shipton, Evans 
and myself in 1952 when we were stopped some 200 ft. from the top 
by a large crevasse. Davis and Boultbee had better luck and climbed 
it in fine style. Meanwhile Courtenay and I explored a high snowfield 
to the west and climbed a fine, though easy, snow peak. 

A day later Boultbee and Davis moved our camp a stage higher up 
the Tolam Bau looking for fresh peaks to conquer. Courtenay and 
I with Dannu and Lakpa took a camp below a col on the west side of 
the Tolam Bau beyond the peak we had climbed the previous day. 
From here we grappled with two tops and added these to the expedition 
bag. We had two wonderful days' mountaineering. The best climb
ing was on the lower of the two, a peak of only some I g,ooo-odd ft., 
proving that it is not only the giant that gives good sport. An awkward 
ice bulge gave us all the thrills we needed followed by delightful rock 
climbing to the top. 

The second of these peaks was a shapely snow dome. Formed by 
wind and snow it was a complex mountain, full of little hollows and 
weird ice formations. It rose in front of us in ·wave after wave of 
snow crest until at last, high against the sky, it swept up in a steep step 
of snow and ice to form the summit. We took l..,akpa Tenzing with 
us on this ascent and I am sure he enjoyed it as much as we did. 

A hard day's journey up the Tolam Bau we joined our companions 
in the coldest and windi~st spot of the whole expedition. Davis and 
Boultbee had climbed Pimu on the east side wall of the glacier. The 
climb " 'as by its impressive South-east ridge. They first reached a 
col which separates Pimu from the granite mass of Dongiragutao and 
overlooks the Langmoche Valley. From the col there was fairly hard 
rock climbing followed by a mixture of loose rock and snow, the latter 
being fortunately in good condition. The upper part of the ridge con
sisted of difficult ice climbing on a very exposed ridge. It 'vas an 
ascent they could be proud of. . 
· The ·last two peaks of the trip were climbed near the head of the 
glacier by the same climbing combination. Courtenay and I were 
stopped by a crevasse near the top of one of the summits. However, 
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we reached the other summit thus repeating the ascent made by 
Shipton, Evans and me in 1952. In 1952 this peak 'vas called the 
Trident, but I would suggest that the Sherpa name of Singkar is 
better. 

Boultbee and Davis climbed an un-named peak of 2o,6oo ft. situated 
just south of Singkar. They climbed it by a very steep snow and ice 

" a rete. 
The ice plateau at the head of the glacier gave us wonderful views 

of Everest and Cho Oyu and marked the end of that trip. Our plane
table survey was by now coming along extremely well and although 
there were several questions a bout the topography of the area toward 
the Menlung, good work had been done. 

A few days' rest at Nangaon enabled us to learn something of the 
Sherpa community. We found them a delightful people, simple and 
hospitable and accepting us into their valley with the quiet hospitality 
that one becomes used to amongst Sherpas. Perhaps quiet is not 
altogether the right " 'ord as there were times when the valley was far 
from quiet. The chang is potent in those parts and for the Rolwaling 
Sherpas a birth or death, a marriage or a religious festivity calls for a 
celebration of alarming proportions. 

A short distance up the va1ley above N angaon a big glacier flows 
down from the north and joins the main glacier which fills the Rolwaling 
Valley below the Tesi Lapcha. It was into this subsidiary valley to the 
north that we moved at the beginning of May in order to cross into the 
Menlung Basin. The pass reached was that crossed for the first time 
by Secord, Pugh, Bourdillon and Colledge in 1952 at the end of the 
Cho Oyu expedition. · 

From a camp on the col vve " rere able to look over to the Menlung 
Chu and view the northern aspect of Gauri Sankar. The south side of 
that mountain had already shown itself to be rather hopeless. From 
here we could see a long North ridge which should be climbable. 
Unfortunately, it descends into Tibet well below the higher village of 
the Menlung Chu and was therefore quite out of the question. 

On the way up to this col we had been fascinated by views of a long 
valley which ran parallel to the Tolam Bau snaking along amongst the 
peaks until it butted against the high mountains that separated it from 
the Menlung. The lower end of the valley joins the Rolwaling and 
is in point of fact the valley which holds the main glacier which flows 
from the north. The Nak grazing ground used by the Sherpas in the 
bottom of this valley is called Ripimu (knees, in Sherpa, on account of 
two characteristic hillocks). It will be seen from the map that we have 
given the name Ripimu to the whole valley. . 

On the pass to the Menlung I decided to split the party into two 
groups and invited Davis and Boultbee to take two Sherpas and go 
into the Menlung whilst Booth, Courten~y, Rana (our Nepalese liaison 
officer) and I moved over to explore the Ripimu Valley. The two 
parties were to try to join forces by forcing a pass at the head of the 
Ripimu·. · 

-- ~....... ---
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Several delightful days were spent following the Ripimu which 
turned out to be the most beautiful valley of the whole region. 

On the other side our companions continued to work on the map, 
climbed tvvo peaks and eventually crossed a ne'v pass into the Ripimu 
just as 've were reaching the head of the valley, beating us to the col 
by one day. vVe propose to call this pass the Ripimu La. It would 
give, I think, the most direct route from Chule to Nangaon by way of 
the Menlung La. 

Tvvo days later Courtenay and I crossed the Ripimu I..~a to join 
forces with Boultbee and Davis. T'vo peaks were climbed by 
Courtenay and myself near the Ripimu La, whilst Boultbee and Davis 
climbed a zo,ooo-ft. peak, retired with honour from another and made 
a second ascent of Pangbuk. 

Our vvork in the Menlung and the Ripimu Valley was now com
pleted. Kno~ring that a modern expedition gets no credit at all unless 
it finds traces of the Yeti, Boultbee and Davis assured our success by 
finding tracks in a far corner of the Menlung Glacier. 

For me the expedition was now coming to an end for business com
mitments necessitated my return to England by mid-June. 

Back at our base we found that spring had arrived in the valley. We 
moved our camp a little lower to Beding so as· to be able to camp 
amongst the fio,vers and there spent several delightful days of rest 
before Booth, Rana and I said goodbye to our companions and turned 
our faces towards home. 

During the,. following two weeks which Courtenay, Boultbee and 
Davis had before returning to Kathmandu, they continued to be as 
keen and enterprising as they had been all the expedition. Courtenay 
moved off with three Sherpas and climbed to the so-called Beding Col. 
From there he made an attempt on Chegigo but was stopped near the 
summit by an impossible crevasse. The following day, hovvever, 
accompanied by I.~akpa Tenzing he climbed Daplipangdigo, situated to 
the north-west of the Col, this adding another peak to the expedition 
bag. 

Davis and Boultbee returned up the Rolwaling Valley in the direction 
of the Tesi Lapcha and crossed a pass south of the valley in the direc
tion of the Surmoche Valley. North of Numbur they follovved a 
glacier and traversed a rather complicated ice-fall. This gave access 
to a fine peak called Panaio Toupa (z1,85o ft.) which they climbed 
from the south-west. It must have been one of the best ascents of 
the expedition and· gave the highest point reached. Their route out 
to l{athmandu was via the Surmoche Valley and Kyama. 

This expedition gave us some of the greatest joys the Himalayas 
have to offer. No excessive heights were reached and in this respect 
our map is somewhat to blame. Making a plane-table survey one had 
sadly to admit that the eye of faith which judges the heights of the 
mountains we climb does not always agree with the cold measurements 
of science. But climbing peaks of zo,ooo and 2 I ,ooo ft. is the true 
pleasure of greater mountaineering and 'vhen one adds to this the 
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delights of wandering in an unknown land one has a store of memories 
not to be gained in any other way. 'Ve saw a great deal of country, we 
climbed some nineteen peaks and made a plane-table survey of the area. 
That this was accomplished was due entirely to the hard work put in 
by my companions. None of them had been to the Himalayas before 
but they acclimatised vvith a speed unusual in men going there for 
the first time. I quickly found that I would be hard put to keep up 
'vith them. It could not have been a happier team. The map " 'e 
have made \Vould never have come into being but for the keenness and 
endeavour of Davis and Boultbee in the mountains, and the work of 
Davis who drew it after our return . 
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